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June 2, 2020

James George Ashwell, 72, of Newington, CT passed away on Tuesday, June 2, 2020 at
his home with his beloved wife Kathleen at his side.
Born January 19, 1948 in Southington, CT, Jim grew up in Plantsville, CT in the Selah
Barnes house (circa 1774). Jim graduated from Cheshire Academy and Valley Forge
Military Academy & College in 1968. It was at Valley Forge where Jim’s love of God and
Country, strength and character, consideration of others, and high sense of duty, honor,
loyalty, and courage were fostered. Continuing a family legacy of military service, Jim
enlisted in the United States Army and served with the Americal Division in Vietnam. He
was awarded the Bronze Star Medal for Meritorious Achievement in Ground Operations
Against Hostile Forces. Following his discharge, Jim began his professional career. He
became a certified member of the Professional Golfers’ Association and worked as the
Head Golf Professional at Indian Hill Country Club in Newington, CT. During his tenure
there, he especially enjoyed working with the young golfers to develop their skills and to
teach the rules and etiquette of the game. Jim spent 35 years in sales positions at Stanley
Works, Butler Paper, Amstek Metal, and Gibbs Wire and Steel. He traveled throughout the
country and worked tirelessly to promote good customer relationships and provide quality
personal service. In his retirement, Jim was employed part-time at Taylor & Modeen
Funeral Home in West Hartford, CT where he felt privileged to serve families and guests.
Additionally, Jim was an active member at Emanuel Lutheran Church in Hartford, CT
where he and Kathleen were married on June 18, 1983. Jim served in many leadership
capacities at Emanuel. He was a member of the Church Council for several years,
including a term as President. He also served on the Board of Capitol Towers. His position
as Head Usher was a natural fit for Jim. He never missed a Sunday to welcome
churchgoers with a strong handshake, warm smile, and personal greeting.
Throughout Jim’s life he had a true passion for golf. He loved being out on the course as a
caddy, player, coach, or spectator, and he considered himself lucky to attend several
Masters Tournaments. One of his greatest joys was to be his niece’s golf mentor during

her high school and college years. Jim’s mission in life was to lift others up, and he
instinctively knew how to connect with people and to make them feel special. Jim made it
a habit to carry American flag pins to hand out to any veterans he met. This was his way
of thanking them for their service. He loved his family deeply and was always there to
celebrate with them in good times and to support and sustain them in hard times. His
positive and optimistic spirit never waned, and he will truly be missed by all. Jim lived a life
of honorable service to our country, steadfast devotion to his wife and family, and utmost
dedication to his church, his professions, and the game of golf.
Jim is survived by his wife Kathleen Wilson Ashwell, his sister-in-law Ella Ashwell, and his
father-in-law and mother-in-law Irving and Elaine Wilson. He is also survived by his sisterin-law Kathryn LaPointe and husband Thomas, his brother-in-law James Wilson and wife
Pamela, and his brother-in-law John Wilson and partner Patricia. In addition, he
is survived by his nieces Erika Corredine and husband T. J., Kirsten LaPointe and
husband Daniel, Anne Hadley and husband Garrett, and Amy Wilson.
Jim was predeceased by his father William Henry Ashwell and his mother Eleanor
Ferguson Ashwell. He was also predeceased by his brother William J. Ashwell and his
beloved niece Stephanie Ashwell.
A private graveside service will take place at Cedar Hill Cemetery. If circumstances permit,
a memorial service to honor Jim’s life will be held at a later date. Donations in Jim’s
memory may be made to Valley Forge Military Academy & College, Development Office,
1001 Eagle Road, Wayne, PA 19087 or a charity of the donor’s choice. Taylor & Modeen
Funeral Home, West Hartford has care of arrangements. For online condolences, please
visit www.taylorandmodeen.com.

Comments

“

Jim was one of the finest men you could ever meet. Gene and I became friends with
Jim when he he was in California on business trips.Gene never considered Jim as
someone he knew through business but rather getting together with a friend.
Jim loved Kathleen so much and we were delighted to finally meet this wonderful
woman about 6 years ago when we visited Boston.
I will remember him as such a humble individual and as someone who was genuinely
interested in what you had to say.
We will truly miss his friendship. Our prayers and love go out to his many friends and
family.
Robin and Gene Fox

Robin Fox - June 09 at 04:20 PM

“

Amanda Markie lit a candle in memory of James George Ashwell

Amanda Markie - June 09 at 10:54 AM

“

I was saddened to hear of Jim's passing this morning. Jim used to call on me as a
sales representative, and without a doubt, he was one of the finest men, not only
professionally but as a human being I ever met. Always caring about his customer in
every way, Jim would do everything he could to take care of you. Jim and I had many
lunch meetings together and I'll always cherish our conversations. He was a true
Patriot, believing in God and Country. A friend indeed. My condolences to Kathleen
and the family.

Randy Frantz - June 08 at 08:57 AM

“

Kathleen, Dr. Packer and I (Susi) extend our deepest sympathies to you and your
family. Jim was such a supportive and caring man and will be remembered fondly.
Wishing you peace and solace.

Susi Brockert - June 07 at 08:02 PM

“

My sincere condolences to Jim's family. I worked with Jim at Stanley Strapping
Systems where he was one of our salesmen. He always had a smile and was willing
to help us in Customer Service if we needed it. May he Rest in Peace.

Dorothy J. Cool - June 07 at 06:29 PM

“

I was introduced to Jim back in the 70s when he took the Assistant Golf Professional
position to Joe Curtin at Indian Hill Country Club. Subsequently upon Mr. Curtin's
retirement he became the Head Professional at the Club. Jim was always the
consummate gentleman and friend to our family. Jim always endeavored to put a
smile on our face and in our hearts and that is the way we shall remember him. On
behalf of my family and all his friends from the Indian Hill Country Club, my heartfelt
sympathy. Jim Bedus

Jim Bedus - June 07 at 03:07 PM

“

Dear Kathleen and family,
I am so saddened to read about Jim in this mornings paper. He was such an
accomplished man in so many different ways as you so lovingly wrote about. Please
know that you all are in my prayers as you morn his profound loss. God bless and be
with him and all of you.
With sincerest sympathies,
Susan Helal

Susan Helal - June 07 at 01:33 PM

“

I was privileged to have worked for Jim at IHCC during my formative years. I always
appreciated the he took a chance on me, gave me my first employment opportunity,
and provided everlasting support and good cheer. Jim always treated me with
kindness. He helped me to develop personally and to learn to love the game of golf.
We shared countless laughs and I have nothing but fond memories of our time
together. I will miss my friend dearly. My thoughts and prayers are with Jim,
Kathleen, and family.

Barney Janelle
Barney Janelle - June 07 at 08:53 AM

“

Jim and Kathleen started out as customers but soon became friends. Jim’s smile
could light up a room. Always ready to share his knowledge and sharp wit. His Pal
Abby will miss her friend as will I. My deepest sympathy to Kathleen and family.

Cathy Davis - June 07 at 07:44 AM

